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PNR O Det Cor LON 


HE story of Johnson’s intervention on behalf of Dr. 
William Dodd is well known to readers of Boswell,’ 
and need not be repeated here. But the bibliography 
of Johnson’s writings on the subject has excited little interest, 
and remains obscure. Its obscurity is due partly to neglect ; 
but it is partly inherent in the circumstances of the case. 
Two of Johnson’s pieces,’ The Convict’s Address to his Un- 
happy Brethren and the speech delivered by Dodd in court 
before receiving sentence, were published in Dodd’s lifetime 
as his own. ‘The publisher was G. Kearsly or Kearsley, 
of 46 Fleet Street. After Dodd’s death certain minor pieces, 
all but two of which were by Johnson, 
were printed by Dr. Johnson’s directions, under the title of, 
Occasional Papers by the late Wiliam Dodd, LL.D. but on the 
day before the intended publication, Mrs. Dodd, for whose benefit 
the sale of them was intended *, conscious they were not her husband’s 
writing, thanked the Doctor in most grateful terms for his benevolent 
intention, and begged they might be suppressed ; her request was 
granted, and the whole impression, consisting of 500 copies, were 


cancelled, two or three excepted, from one of which they are now 
reprinted. 


* iii. 139-148 in Birkbeck Hill’s edition. References throughout are to 
that edition. But the passage may readily be found in any edition under 
the date September 1777. 

2 See note to No. 26. 3 proposed in Kearsly’s second edition. 


ey, 

This is quoted from the anonymous Life of Samuel “fohnson 
attributed to William Cooke,’ and published by Kearsly in 
1785 (a second edition ‘with considerable Additions and 
Corrections’ followed in the same year), to which were ap- 
pended various Johnsoniana, a very rudimentary bibliography, 
and in conclusion a reprint of the Occasional Papers. ‘The 
preface to this reprint (called Postscript) explains that Dodd’s 
widow ‘died about six months since’. Kearsly’s possession 
of one of ‘two or three copies’, together with his previous 
interest in the affair, creates a strong presumption that he 
was to have been the publisher of the Occasional Papers which 
were frustrated eight years before. 

The Occasional Papers are lost, and our knowledge of them 
has (hitherto) depended on Kearsly’s reprint. Sir John Haw- 
kins * had independent knowledge of the affair ; but his ac- 
count of it shows no independent knowledge of the documents. 
Though he knew both The Convict’s Address and the minor 
pieces (of which he prints three in the Life) he did not 
include them in his edition of Johnson’s Works ; they were 
first added to the canon in the so-called Fourteenth Volume, 
published in 1788 by John Stockdale and the Robinsons as 
a supplement to, but in rivalry with, the official collection. 
This volume contains ‘ performances such as it is presumed 


ought to have made a part of the Edition lately published ’ ; 


* Nichols, I/ustrations, vii. 4.67. 
? Life of Fohnson, 1787, pp. 520-530 


Are Winn) 

on pp. 378 ff. are printed Dr. Dodds Address on receiving 
Sentence of Death, The Convicts Address, and Papers written 
for Dr. Dodd during his Imprisonment. These are in the same (ob- 
viously erroneous) * order in which they appear in Kearsly, 
and the only important change seems to be the addition of 
one piece " which Kearsly had omitted, but which had been 
published in 1777. 

The pieces reprinted by Kearsly are as given below; the 
numbers in brackets being those of the collection here printed : 

1. Johnson’s Introduction (31). 
. Dodd’s Account of Himself. 
. Dodd’s Declaration in a Letter to a Friend. 
. Letter to Lord North (really Lord Bathurst) (8). 
. Letter to Lord Mansfield (9). 
. Dodd’s Petition to the King (4). 
Mrs. Dodd’s Petition to the Queen (27). 
. Johnson’s Conclusion (29). 
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. Observations sent to the public papers (24). 
To these Volume XIV adds— 

10. Dodd’s Last Solemn Declaration (23). 

In spite of the considerable popularity of Johnson’s 
writings* for Dodd at the time—The Convict’s Address in 
particular appeared in many forms—and of their inclusion in 


* See note to No. 23. 

2 The two petitions, Dodd’s to the King and Mrs. Dodd’s to the Queen, 
are printed in 4x Account of the Life and Writings of the Rev. Dr. Dodd, 1777, 
and in similar pamphlets of that year. 


(viii) 
Volume XIV, they are not included in Murphy’s edition of 
the Works, 1792, nor in any of the reissues of the collection. 
They are absent even from the edition of 1823, in which 
Chalmers restored many of the miscellaneous pieces printed 
in Volume XIV. 

After this introduction we may turn to the consideration 
of the volume of manuscripts which is here printed by the 
courteous permission of its owner, Mr. A. Edward Newton. 
The volume contains 32 numbered pieces, of which all but 
the last relate to Dodd. They are, with a few unimportant 
exceptions, in three hands: Dodd’s, Johnson’s, and a third, 
which is quite clearly that of Edmund Allen the printer, 
Johnson’s ‘ very kind and officious neighbour’ in Bolt Court, 
whom we know from Boswell to have acted as intermediary 
in this affair. The order of. the papers is roughly chrono- 
logical, and it is not difficult to see how the collection was put 
together. Dodd’s communications to Johnson, and Johnson’s to 
Dodd, are alike addressed to Allen as a common acquaintance. 
Allen seems to have kept a careful’ file of these delicate and 
critical negotiations, retaining—or perhaps retrieving—the 
originals when he could, and copying them when that was 
impracticable. 

The following pieces in Allen’s collection are marked 
for deletion with the usual symbol for de/e : 

11. Dodd to Allen, 15 June. 

12. Johnson to Allen, 17 June (intended for Dodd). 


* It is not, however, complete ; see below, p. xiii. 


Cz, ) 

18. Dodd’s letter to the King, 22 June. 

19. Dodd to Allen, 24-June (intended for Johnson). 

25. Johnson to Lady Harrington, 25 June. 

21. Dodd to Johnson, 25 June; this is marked for dele- 

tion, but the de/e is cancelled. 

Of these six pieces three are Johnson’s. The de/e seems to 
be the same hand throughout, and not to be Allen’s ; it is 
possible that it is Johnson’s own. However that may be, 
the mark is significant. It is true that it seems to be applied 
in a casual way ; for it is applied to some documents the 
publication of which can hardly have been contemplated ; 
none the less, such a direction implies a decision mof to print 
the documents which it affects. It is clear that the Allen 
collection is intimately related to an intended publication, 
and that the publication was of the Occasional Papers. 

On the other hand, the collection is not the printer’s copy 
for the Occasional Papers ; for— 

(1) it does not contain two pieces which are in Kearsly, 
and were in the Occasional Papers: Nos. 2 and 3 of the 
Kearsly list above (p. vii). Kearsly wished his public to 
think that Johnson, if he did not compose, at least revised 
these ; but he is confuted by Johnson’s own words (even 
in the modified form in which he prints them) in the 
Conclusion." 

(2) it exhibits numerous variations from the text of the 
Occasional Papers as reprinted. Some of the changes may be 


* See note to No. 29, 


b 
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Johnson’s ; but many of them may safely be ascribed to Dodd, 
and Dodd cannot have corrected the proofs of the Occasional 
Papers. His corrections must have been in the manuscripts 
which (or copies of which) were sent to the printer. 

(3) itincludes many documents which were not, and could 
not have been, included in the Occasional Papers. 

We may now, in the light of our knowledge, turn 
to Boswell’s account. The crucial passage is as follows 


(iiiem TAa1)) 


He this evening [15 Sept. 1777, at Ashbourne], as he had obligingly 
promised in one of his letters {the letter is lost], put into my hands 
the whole series of his writings upon this melancholy occasion, and 
I shall present my readers with the abstract which I made from 
the collection ; in doing which I studied to avoid copying what had 
appeared in print, and now make part of the edition of Johnson’s Works, 
published by the Booksellers of London, but taking care to mark 
Johnson’s variations in some of the pieces there exhibited. 


The statement is hardly precise ; but 7 dog which means 
in making my abstract (not im presenting) and refers to notes 
made at the time. The reference to Volume XIV is unam- 
biguous. That print was not available in 1777, and the 
Occastonal Papers could hardly then have been said to have 
appeared in print ; but The Convicts Address and the Speech 
to the Recorder had been published separately, and the other 
pieces had been printed in the newspapers. 

In spite of his study ‘to avoid copying what had appeared 
in print’, Boswell now proceeds to give an almost complete 


Leet) 
enumeration of all Johnson’s writings on the subject, whether 
or no he has any variation to record. He begins (following 
Volume XIV) with the Address and Speech, detailing on 
Johnson’s authority the changes made by Dodd in the former. 


He goes on thus: 


The other pieces written [so the first edition ; the unhappy reading 
mentioned 1s a misprint in Boswell’s second edition] by Johnson in the 
above-mentioned collection, are 
and he mentions (in the order, as before, of Volume XIV) 
the two letters to noble Lords, the two petitions to the King 
and Queen, and the Observations inserted in the news-papers. 

He told me that he had also written a petition from the city of 
London ; ‘but (said he, with a significant smile) they mended it’. 

Here the language seems to imply that the petition was 
not in the Occasional Papers, or even in the ‘ whole series of 
his writings’, exhibited at this time. 

The last of these articles which Johnson wrote is Dr. Dodd’s last 
solemn Declaration. 

It was the last in order of time of the pieces written for 
Dodd, and the last printed in Volume XIV. Boswell gives 
some variations, which ‘my friend marked on a copy of that 
piece now in my possession ’ (probably Villette’s Account, see 
note to No. 23). 


Having thus authentically settled what part of the Occasional Papers 
concerning Dr. Dodd’s miserable situation, came from the pen of 
Johnson, I shall proceed to present my readers with my record of the 
unpublished writings. . . . 


( xii) 

This is Boswell’s first mention of the title Occasional 
Papers. He does not mention the story of their suppression, 
though he must have read it in Sir John Hawkins. There 
may be a reason for his silence, at which it is perhaps useless 
to guess. I am tempted to conjecture that Boswell had 
never seen a copy of the original print, and did not know, 
or perhaps care, what precisely it contained. He appears, 
indeed, from my last quotation, to imply that the Last Solemn 
Declaration was one of the Occasional Papers; but I do not 
think his language should be pressed. It is clear that the 
“copy of that piece now in my possession’ was not a copy 
of the Occastonal Papers (which may or may not have 
contained it ; seenote to No. 23). If Boswell had possessed 
a copy of the Occasional Papers, I think he would have 
said so. 

It will be seen that Boswell does not mention, in this 
catalogue, Johnson’s introduction and conclusion. (He does 
mention the conclusion later, and quotes from it.) This is 
a natural omission ; both pieces were obviously Johnson’s. 
His omission of the Account of Himself and of the Declaration 
to a Friend means, of course, that he did not accept the 
attribution of them to Johnson. 

We may now pass to Boswell’s record of Johnson’s un- 
published writings on the case. He enumerates the following : 

1. Dodd to Johnson, 23 May. See note to No. 6 in 

Allen’s collection. 
2. Dodd to Johnson, 22 June, ‘brought to Dr. Johnson 


when in church’. This caused Johnson to write 


( xi) 
3. Letter from Dodd to the King, 22 June (=No. 18), 
‘subjoined’ to which was 

4. Johnson to Dodd (= No. 18). 

5. Johnson to Jenkinson, 20 June. See note to No. 17. 

6. Dodd to Johnson, 25 June (= No. 21). 

Te Johnson to Dodd, 26 June. Boswell saw Johnson’s 

annotated ‘copy of this letter’. 

Of these seven pieces three only are in Allen’s collection ; 
of the remainder two are referred to in that collection. We 
must suppose that Allen failed to make or to keep copies. 

On the other hand, Boswell makes no mention of Nos. 12 
(= 13),15,17, 25, some if not all of which he would certainly 
have printed if he had known them. No. 25 in particular, 
the letter to Lady Harrington, it is incredible that Boswell 
should have resisted. The inference seems fairly safe, that 
whatever may have been the ‘whole series of his writings’ 
which Johnson showed to Boswell, it did not contain Allen’s 
collection. 

We may perhaps conjecture with some plausibility that 
the budget which Johnson (knowing that it would be de- 
manded) took with him to Ashbourne consisted of the 
following : 

(1) A copy of Kearsly’s edition of The Convicts Address 
and Speech before receiving Sentence. 

(2) Acopy of Villette’s Account, or some other print of 
the Last Solemn Declaration. 


Cex vam 


(3) Possibly—but not probably—a copy of the Occastonal 
Papers as printed. 

(4) A collection of . manuscripts—Dodd’s letters, and 
Johnson’s copies of his own. To keep copies of his letters 
cannot have been Johnson’s habit ; but in this affair he took 
exceptional precautions throughout. We know from Boswell 
that he kept, and annotated, a copy of his last letter to Dodd ; 
and the autograph letter to Lord Bathurst preserved in Allen’s 
collection (No. 8) is obviously a copy and not the original. 

Now that we can add to Boswell’s story and to Kearsly’s 
story the remarkable series of documents which were preserved 
by Allen, and of which Mr. Newton is now the fortunate 
yet deserving possessor, the record of the private negotiations 
on Dodd’s behalf, to which Johnson was a party, may be re- 
garded as reasonably complete. They form at least an adequate 
commentary to the published pieces, which have been too 
long neglected. Nothing in Johnson’s history is more 
characteristic than his efforts to save the life of a canting 
swindler, to whose true character he was never blind ; and 
few, if any, of his occasional writings furnish better examples 
than these of the width of his humanity or the power of his 
eloquence.’ 

* Mr. L. F. Powell calls my attention to Nichols, Literary Anecdotes, viii, 
Pp. 91-92, where we learn that the second edition, 1781, of Dodd’s Thoughts 
iz Prison was the work of Isaac Reed. But Nichols is mistaken in giving 
the words Miscellaneous Pieces, some of which were written for him by Dr. 
Fokuson, as if they were part of the 1781 title-page. That edition, though 
it contains The Convict’s Address, and other Johnsonian pieces, contains 


nothing of Johnson’s that had not been published in 1777. The third edition, 
1789, adds others ; but these were no doubt taken from Kearsly’s 1785 Life. 
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The pieces of Johnsonian authorship are distinguished by italics, 
and those in his autograph by an asterisk. 


I 
Dodd to Allen. Autograph, a scrap. 


D* Dodd presents his most respectful Comp* to M* Allen 
—& begs to know, if He has heard from — 
as D' D. is extremely anxious to have ye Matter before 
Him, as foon as pofsible, it appearing on all Hands, y' it 
will be necefsary on Wednesday Morn’. 

Sunday Even’. 


Note. The blank represents a word or words heavily erased in 
the original. 
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Dodd to Allen. Autograph, one leaf 4°. Addressed Mr. Allen 
(Fohnson’s Court, erased). 


If it w* not interfere too much with Mr’ Allen’s Time, 
or be too great an Intrusion on his Benevolence, D' Dodd 
wou’d esteem a visit from Him any time that fuits Him 
today for five Minutes—a great Favour— 


Monday Morné. 
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Dodd to Allen. Autograph, one leaf 4°. Addressed Mr. Allen | 
Bolt-Court. 


Des 
Thursday is the Day proposed by my Brother to deliver, 


my petition. May I then request that you will be pleas’d to 
B 


(2a) 
hasten it to me.—M" Dodd lodges at M"* Gulfton’s Stationer’s 
Alley—& will be happy to fee you. 


Iam D'S' 
Y™ very affec'” 
W. OD. 


Monday 4 0 Clock. 
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Petition to the King from Dodd, written by Johnson. Auto- 
graph, one leaf 4. 


To the Kings &c. 


It is moft humbly reprefented to your Majefty by William 
Dod, the unhappy Convict now lying under fentence of death 

That William Dod acknowledging the juftice of the fentence 
denounced againft him, has no hope or refuge but in your 
Majefty’s clemency. 

That, though to recollect or mention the ufefulnefs of his 
former life, or the efficacy of his miniftry, muft overwhelm 
him in his prefent condition with fhame and forrow, he 
yet humbly hopes that his paft labours will not wholly be 
forgotten, and that the zeal with which he has exhorted 
others to a good life, though it does not extenuate his crime, 
may mitigate his punifhment. 

That debafed as he is by ignominy, and diftrefsed as he is 
by poverty, fcorned by the world and detefted by himfelf, 
deprived of all external comforts, and afflicted by confciouf- 
nefs of guilt, he can derive no hope from longer life, but that 
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of repairing the injury done to Mankind, by exhibiting an 
example of fhame and fubmifsion, and of expiating his fins 
by prayer and penitence. 

That for this end he humbly implores from the clemency 
of your Majefty, the continuance of a life legally forfeited, 
and of the days which by your gracious compafsion he may 
yet live no one fhall pafs without a prayer that your Majefty 
after a long life of happinefs and honour, may ftand at the 
day of final Judgement among the Blefsed. 


Note. Kearsly 136,-Hawkins 524. Kearsly gives a heading 
[ Dr. Dovp’s Petition, presented by his Brother.|and adds Most Excellent 
Majesty after KING’s. He prints no hopes of longer life for no hope 
from longer life, and at the end prints she merciful that obtain mercy 
and not Johnson’s second thought, the Blessed. It is possible 
that zhis manuscript was used by the printer of the Occasional 
Papers. 

Kearsly adds the conclusion: So fervently prays the most distressed 
and wretched of your Majesty's subjects. WILLIAM DODD. This 
may be Dodd’s composition. 
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Dodd to Allen. Autograph, two leaves 4°. Addressed Mr. Allen | 
Bolt-Court. The date May 21, 1777 is added in another hand 
(Allen’s ’). 


Dp Ss‘ ‘ 
I was prevented by the presence of others, from saying, 
what I wish’d to fay to you to day.—Return my most 
cordial thanks to my most valued & important Friend ; 


(Ee) 


& afsure Him, that I have ye most grateful and affecting 
Sense of his Favours. I value them as I ouwgf¢.—It has 
been fuggested to me, that /ome public Declarations from me 
are needful: I earnestly beg his advice. If so, I have in- 
closed a paper; & am ready to give answers to any Ques- 
tions He wou’d wish to propose. I fhall determine myself 
wholly by his Direction, & act, in absolute reliance, on his 
Wisdom & Judgement. Adieu my D* S'—pity & pray for 
one of ye most unhappy of the human Race.— 
W. D. 


Wednesday noon. May 21, 1777. 
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Dodd to Allen. Autograph, two leaves 4°. Addressed Mr. 
Allen Bolt-Court. 


D* Dodd presents his most respectful Comps to M* Allen 
-~& begs Him to deliver the inclosed to our common 
friend—while He is & ever fhall be fensible in ye highest 
Degree of Mr’ Allen’s extreme Kindnefs, &  sollicitous 
Humanity ! 

May 295.1977: 

Note. Boswell writes (iii. 143): ‘1 found a letter to Dr. Johnson 
from Dr. Dodd, May 23,1777,in which The Convicts Address seems 
clearly to be meant.’ This letter was no doubt ‘ the inclosed’ of our 
No. 6, not copied by Allen. Boswell gives the following extracts : 


‘I am so penetrated, my ever dear Sir, with a sense of your ex- 
treme benevolence towards me, that I cannot find words equal to 


(P1544) 


the sentiments of my heart. . . . You are too conversant in the 
world to need the slightest hint from me, of what infinite utility 
the Speech * on the aweful day has been to me. I experience, every 
hour, some good effect from it. I am sure that effects still more 
salutary and important must follow from your kind and intended favour. 
I will labour—Gop being my helper,—to do justice to it from the 
pulpit. I am sure, had I your sentiments constantly to deliver 
from thence, in all their mighty force and power, not a soul could 
be left unconvinced and unpersuaded. . . . May Gop AtmicHty 
bless and reward, with his choicest comforts, your philanthropick 
actions, and enable me at all times to express what I feel of the high 
and uncommon obligations which I owe to the first man in our times.’ 
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Anonymous letter to Dodd, 24 May 1777. Two leaves 4°. No 
address. A letter of pious consolation and exhortation, and of 
great length. It begins: The Perusal of your Speech to y° Recorder 
when he was about to pass this World’s Sentence on You, is the ultimate 
~ reason of my troubling you with this. 

See note on No. 26. 
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Dodd’s letter to Lord Chancellor Bathurst, written by Johnson. 
Autograph, two leaves 4°. No address. 


My Lord 


I have committed a capital crime for which the Sen- 


* His Speech at the Old Bailey, when found guilty (Boswell). 


ate, 


tence of the Law has pafsed upon me, and whether that 
Sentence fhall be executed in its full rigour may perhaps 
depend upon the fuffrage of your Lordfhip, from whom 
I have lefs claim to mercy than from any other. 

The fhame and felf-reproach with which I now folicite 
your commiferation, I hope no Man will ever feel, who has 
not deferved to feel them like myself. But I will not 
defpair of being heard with pity when under the terrours 
of a fpeedy and difgraceful death, I moft humbly implore 
your Lordfhip’s forgivenefs both of my former and my late 
offence. 

My Life has not been wholly ufelefs, I have laboured in 
my Calling diligently and fucceffully, but fuccefs inflamed 
my vanity, and my heart betrayed me. - - — — Violent 
Pafsions have expofed me to violent temptations, but I am 
not the firft whom temptation has overthrown. I have in 
all my deviations, kept right always in view, and have in- 
variably refolved to return to it. Whether in a profperous 
ftate I fhould have kept my refolution publick Juftice has 
not fuffered me to know. 

My Crime has been indeed atrocious, but my punifhment 
has not been light. From a height of reputation which 
perhaps raifed envy in others, and certainly produced pride 
in myfelf, I have fallen to the loweft and grofseft infamy ; 
from an income which prudence might have made plentiful 
I am reduced to live on thofe remains of charity, which 
infamy has left me. When fo much has been given to 
Juftice, I humbly entreat that Life, fuch as it muft now be, 
may be given to mercy, and that your Lordfhip’s influence 
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may be employed in difpofing our Sovereign to look with 
compafsion, on 
My Lord, 
&c 


Note. Kearsly 134 prints this and No. 9 as LETTERS 1 two 
noble Lords of his Majesty's Most Honourable Privy Council. A foot-note 
states that No. 8 was to Lord North, then Prime Minister. Boswell 
(iii. 142) says on Johnson’s authority that the letter was ‘to the 
Lord Chancellor Bathurst, (not Lord North, as is erroneously 
supposed)’. 

Kearsly has the following variations : 

(1) The first paragraph‘ends with the word Lordship, the words from 
whom ... other being omitted. 

(2) The second paragraph, at the end, has intercession instead of 
forgiveness both of my former and my late offence. 

(3) At the end, for @’c is substituted : Your Lordship’s | Most humble 
Supplicant, Writtam Dopp. | June 11, 1777. 

The letter is printed, doubtless from Dodd’s autograph, in the 
Bathurst Papers (Hist. MSS. Commission, 1923, 15). It is dated 
1777, June 8, Newgate, and exhibits some variations from Johnson’s 
autograph : 

In the first paragraph, Unhappily is prefixed, and much is added 
after depend. 

In the second, Lordship’s is added before commiseration. 

In the third, J ¢rust is added after My life ; temptations have for 
temptation has. 

In the last, earnestly for humbly ; your Lordship’s most humble 
supplicant is added at end. 
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Dodd’s letter to Lord Mansfield, written by Johnson. Copy by 
Allen (?). One leaf 4°. No address. 


My Lord, 

Not many Days are now to pafs before the Fate of one 
of the most miserable of human Beings will be finally 
determined. The Efficacy of your Lordfhip’s Voice is well 
known, and whether I shall immediately suffer an ignomi- 
nious Death, or wander the rest of my Days in ignominious 
Exile, your Opinion will probably determine. Do not 
refuse, my Lord, to hear the Plea, whatever it may be, 
which I humbly oppose to the Extremity of Justice. 

I acknowledge, my Lord, the Atrociousnefs of my Crime ; 
I admit the Truth of the Verdict that condemned me; yet 
I humbly hope, that when my Evil is censured, my Good 
may likewise be remembered ; and that it may be consider’d 
how much that Society, which is injur’d by my Fraud, has 
been benefited by my charitable Labours :—I have offended ; 
I am penitent; I entreat but for Life, for a Life which 
must pafs certainly in Dishonour, and probably in Want. 
Do not refuse, my Lord, to compafsionate a Man who 
blasted in Fame, and ruined in Fortune, yet shrinks with 
Terrour from the Precipice of Eternity. Let me live, 
however miserable, and let my Miseries warn all those to 
whom they shall be known, against Self Indulgence, Vanity, 
and Profusion. 

Once more, my Lord, let me beg for Life, and when you 
see me going from the Gloom of a Prison, to the Penury 
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of Banishment, do not consider publick Justice as wholly 
unsatisfied by the Sufferings of 
My Lord, 
Your Lordship’s 
Most humble Supplicant 
WD: 
TT 1777. 


Note. Kearsly 135. In the second paragraph Kearsly omits the 
word humbly. 
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Petition to the King from the City of London, written by Johnson. 
Autograph, two leaves 4°. Endorsed in an illiterate hand: Dr 
Dodd’s Lettetr’s [sic] | Dt Johnson’s Letter’s | M* Allen’s Letter’s. 

(The pencilled date has no authority.) 


To the &c. 


Moft humbly fheweth 

That William Dod, Doctor of Laws, now lying under 
fentence of Death for the crime of forgery, has for a great 
part of his paft life been a Preacher remarkably diligent and 


uncommonly perfuatfive. 

That he has given fignal proofs of humanity and benevo- 
lence, by inftituting one charitable Society, and by giving 
very vigorous and efficacious afsiftance to others. 

That in all ages it has been the cuftom to fet the general 
character of Delinquents againft their particular crimes and 
to confider thofe who have benefited Society by their 

Cc 


(to) 


virtues, as not unworthy of pity when they have injured 
it by their faults. 

That the faid William Dod, was before this offence 
regarded by great numbers as a Man much to be reverenced 
for his abilities and ufefulnefs. | 

That there is danger left the publick execution of a 
minif(ter) of Religion fo active and confpicuous, may have 
very pernicious effects upon vulgar minds, and encreafe that 
laxity of principles which is the difgrace and unhappinefs 
of the prefent time. 

That therefore they humbly recommend William Dod to 
the mercy of his Majefty. 


Note. ‘This piece is not in Kearsly, and doubtless was not in the 
Occasional Papers, since it does not purport to be by Dodd; if a 
further reason were wanted, it might be found in Johnson’s statement 
to Boswell (iii. 14.3) that ‘they mended it’. Boswell in a foot-note 
compares the ‘mended’ version with its original ; not however with 
this original, but with another, also in Johnson’s autograph, which 
is now British Museum Add. MS. 5420, and is as follows : 

To the Kings &c. 

The Aldermen and Citizens &c in common council assembled 
Most humbly represent 

That William Dod, Doctor of Laws, now lying under sentence 
of death for the crime of forgery, has, for a great part of his life, 
set an useful and laudable example of diligence in his Calling, and as 
we have reason to believe, has exercised his ministry with great 
Fidelity and efficacy. 

That he has been the first Institutor or a very earnest and active 
Promotor of several modes of useful Charity, and that therefore he 
may be considered as (a benefactor erased) having been on many 
occasions a Benefactor to the publick. 


Vea) 


That when they consider his past life, they are willing to sup- 
pose his late crime to have been (the erased) not the consequence of 
habitual depravity, but the suggestion of some sudden and 
violent temptation. 

That therefore considering his case as in some of its circumstances 
unprecedented and peculiar, they most humbly recommend William 
Dod, to his Majesties most gracious consideration, in hope that he 
will be found not altogether unfit to stand an example of Royal 
Mercy. 


El 


Dodd to Allen. Autograph, two leaves 4°. No address. The 
date Fune 15,1777 1s added in another hand (Allen’s ?). Marked 
for deletion. 


Dear. Sir 

As I lay last Night in filent Meditation on my Bed, 
I determin’d, that if it fhou’d please God to give me ability, 
I wou’d employ fome of my Hours to day, in attempting, 
what I have fometime proposed—‘a ferious & affectionate 
addrefs & farewell to my friends of the World’. The Idea 
ftruck me, as a Duty, & as a Tribute which might perhaps 
have good Effect——you know my Dear Sir, how much 
I wish’d to do fome thing of the kind, & you remember the 
Hints, I offered to my great and good friend D* Johnson. 
But I cou’d not take it into my Head, that after his uncom- 
mon Kindnefses, & great Trouble on my acc'—He shou’d 
either be inclin’d to do more, or I able to ask more. Your 
Exprefsions to day feem’d of fuch a Kind as to fuggest to 
me, that this farther frendfhip might not beimpofsible. Indeed 


(FP r2y%) 


D' Johnson & yourself feem to forestall my Ideas. I cannot 
but think, humane & philanthropic as He is, & full of fo 
much good-will to his fellow Creatures, that my fad ftory 
affords his manly & mighty pen a good occasion to imprefs 
fome of ye most important Ideas pofsible—If He wou’d 
exert fo great an act of public Utility, my fincerest wishes 
are for it: & if He desires any farther Hints or Intelligence 
respecting myself, than what is already given I am & fhall 
be happy to explain myself in ye fullest & most candid 
View to Him. I meant a few words to ye Clergy—on ye 
Evil by which I was vanquish’d, ‘Views to & Hopes of 
preferment —a word to gay families, that live beyond ye* 
Incomes—fathers of families, living wholly without Religion 
—introducing ye’ Children &c into all forts of expensive 
Diversions ; & to have dwelt on ye Happinefs I omce found 
in pure & domestic piety—on ye Misery, I have found in 
every Deviation from it—tho’ blefsed be God, never corrupt 
in principle, or in any moment, doubting ye Truths of 
Religion.—I never went into ye Tents of Infidelity :— 
&c— 

My Head is very confused, & my Ideas very indistinct. I 
cou’d not however refuse myself the fatisfaction of faying these 
few words to you, & thro’ you, to our worthy Friend.— 
Don’t let Him or you mistake me, as if I cou’d harangue, on 
ye fatal Day, (if by God’s will, that Day must come). 
I fhall certainly fuffer in profound Silence ; & deepest Con- 
trition. So that whatever I do—(& glad & rejoiced to my 
inmost foul fhall I be—to do any thing which may testify 
my Heart’s fincerity, & unfeign’d Distrefs,—) whatever 


aE ohs) 


I do, must be before that Hour !|—‘ My grand wish thro’ 
Life has been to do good, & to communicate Happinefs’ : 
a D’ *fohnson therefore knows what pangs that Heart must 
feel, which considers itself as doing or communicating Evil,— 
& diffusing Misery & Sorrow—! Adieu & pray for me, 
my D* Sir , 


Wea. 
Sunday Night (June 15, 1777). 
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Johnson to Allen, 17 June 1777; Anthony Chamier to (?) John- 
son, 17 June1777. Copies by Allen (?). Two leaves 4°. Marked 
for deletion. 


Bee james s 17. o| Ue wl 777. 

Dear sir, 
I did not return to Town ’til this Morning, or you 
should have had an earlier Answer to Your Letter of Yesterday. 
I do not hesitate to afsure You that there is not the 
smallest Chance of even a Respite for D™ Dodd. Petitions 
signed by 1265 Persons, and one from the City of London, 
have been laid before his Majesty in Council ; the Matter 
was fully consider’d, and it was determined that the Law 
should take its Course. No Circumstances can appear that 
were not known before and his Majesty certainly will not 
himself change a Decision that was unanimously recom- 
mended by the Council. I am thus explicit as I think 
it Cruelty to give this unhappy Man hopes that must be 


Gat 4aee) 


disappointed. I am with the most sincere Truth and 


Regard 
Dear Sir 


Your most obedient and most humble 
Serv' 
Ant: Chamier. 


Note. The former document (identical with No. 13) was no 
doubt forwarded to Dodd by Allen, who kept a copy. It is not, of 
course, in Kearsly, and was not published by Boswell. 


A 
Johnson to Allen, 17 June 1777. Autograph, two leaves 4°. 
No address. 


This may be communicated to Dr Dodd. 
Sir 

You know that my attention to Dr Dodd has incited me 
to enquire what is the real purpofe of Government; the 
dreadful anfwer I have put into your hands. 

Nothing now remains but that he whofe profefsion it has 
been to teach others to dye, learn now to dye himfelf. 

It will be wife to deny admifsion from this time to all 
who do not come to afsift his preparation ; to addict him- 
felf wholly to prayer and meditation, and confider himfelf as 
no longer connected with the world. He has now nothing 
to do for the fhort time that remains, but to reconcile him- 


{elf to God. ‘To this end it will be proper to abftain totally 
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from all ftrong liquors, and from all other fenfual indul- 
gencies, that his thoughts may be as clear and calm as his 
condition can allow. 

If his remifsions of anguifh, and intervals of devotion 
leave him any time, he may perhaps {pend it profitably in 
writing the hiftory of his own depravation, and marking the 
gradual declination from innocence and quiet, to that ftate 
in which the law has found him. Of his advice to the 
Clergy or admonitions to Fathers of families there is no 
need ; he will leave behind him thofe who can write them. 
But the hiftory of his own mind, if not written by himfelf, 
cannot be written, and the inftruction that might be derived 
from it muft be loft. This therefore he muft leave, if he 
leaves any thing ; but whether he can find leifure, or obtain 
tranquillity fufficient for this, I cannot judge. Let him 
however fhut his doors againft all hope, all trifles, and all 
fenfuality. Let him endeavour to calm his thoughts by 
abftinence, and look out for a proper director in his peni- 
tence, and may God who would that all men fhould be 
faved, help him with his Holy Spirit, and have mercy on 
him for Jefus Chrift’s fake. 


June 17 I am Sir 
0777 Your most humble fervant 
Sam: Johnfon 


Note. See note on No. 12. 
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Dodd to Allen. Autograph, one leaf 4°. Addressed Jo | M” 
Allen | Bolt-Court. 


My D* M' Allen 

A thought has suggested itself to me, that if we were to 
divest this Matter of its /ermonic form, & reduce it to an 
humble addre/s from a wretched Brother Convict, & which 
I will deliver anywhere—in one of ye Cells to my unhappy 
fellow prisoners,—; I think every fhadow of reasonable 
objection wou’d vanish.—May I request you to consult my 
most valuable & humane friend on this Idea ; & communi- 
cate my Soul’s gratitude to Him ?—I conceive it might be 
prefac’d with a pathetic and humiliating Introduction, signi- 
fying my good-wishes to my fellow-prisoners, my benevolent 
Zeal to communicate spiritual Good to them,—but my /hame 
& fear to do so, from that p/ace, which I once fill’d with fo 
much Happinefs ; but under my present Circumstances can- 
not presume to enter; & therefore, as appears my Duty, 
take this humbler Method &c &c.—Excuse this Trouble : 
I convey my thoughts just as they rise-—pray God bless 
you & yours !—Sunday Morn’— 
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ve 
Postscript to The Convict's Address, written by Johnson. Copy by 
Allen (?), a scrap. 


Pb. 

Ambition and Vanity are, I hope, now at an End. I desire 
no Praise as the Authour of the foregoing Discourse, but 
I desire to leave behind me these Thoughts, by whomsoever 
collected and exprefsed, as the genuine Opinion of my last 


Hour. 
Wrote by D* J. as P.S. to D* Dodd’s Convict’s Addrefs. 


Note. I cannot trace this as having been printed in The Convice's 
Address or elsewhere. 
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Maxfield to Dodd, 24 June 1777. Autograph, two leaves 4°. 
No address. This letter criticizes the theology of The Convict's 
Address as being ‘foreing [sic| from the Gospel’. (The writer is 
not the same as the writer of No. 7.) 


Lye 
Johnson to Allen, 22 June 1777. Autograph, two leaves 4). 
Addressed Zo Mr Allen | in Bolt court | Fleet street. 


Dear Sir 
There was mention made of fending Dr Dod’s Sermon 
to the great Officers of State. I oppofed it, but have now 
altered my Mind. Nothing can do harm, let every thing 
D 


Gee 


therefore be tried. Let Mr. Jenkinfon have his letter wherever 
he be. Let the fermon be fent to every Body, and to the 
King if it can be done. He is, I believe more likely to 
read it, and to regard it than his Minifters. Let Lord 
Dartmouth have it, and Lord North. 
I am 
Sir 
Your humble fervant 
JuneI22 1777; Sam: Johnfon 
Note. The letter to Jenkinson is no doubt that of 20 June 
printed by Boswell (iii. 145 ; see also Boswell’s Letters ed. Tinker, 
No. 283). 
For Johnson’s acquaintance with Lord Dartmouth see his letter to 
him of 25 April 1783; and for Lord D.’s countenance of Dodd, 
see Hill’s note to that letter. 
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Dodd's letter to the King, written by Johnson ; with a note from 
Johnson to Dodd. Copies by Allen (?), two leaves 4°. Marked 
for deletion. 


Sir 

May it not offend Your Majesty that the most miserable 
of Men applies himself to your Clemency as his last Hope, 
and his last Refuge ; that your Majesty is most earnestly and 
humbly implor’d by a Clergyman whom Your Laws and 
Judges have condemned to the Horrour and Ignominy of 
a publick Execution. 

I confefs the Crime, and own the Enormity of its Con- 
sequences, and the Danger of its Example. Nor have I the 


ALO 9) 


Confidence to petition for Impunity, but humbly hope that 
Publick Security may be establish’d without the Spectacle 
of a Clergyman dragged through the Streets to a Death of 
Infamy amidst the Derision of the Profligate and Profane ; 
and that Justice may be satisfied with irrevocable Exile, 
perpetual Disgrace, and hopelefs Penury. 

My Life, Sir, has not been uselefs to Mankind. I have 
benefitted many ; but my Offences against God are number- 
lefs, and I have had little Time for Repentance. Preserve 
me, Sir, by your Prerogative of Mercy from the Necefsity 
of appearing unprepared at the Tribunal before which Kings 
and Subjects must stand at last together. Permit me to 
hide my Guilt in some obscure Corner of a foreign Country, 
where if I can ever attain Confidence to hope that my 
Prayers will be heard, they shall be poured with all the 
Fervour of Gratitude for the Life and Happinefs of Your 
Majesty. 


team, 
Sir, 
uner226=77- Your Majesty’s, &c. 
Ho DD" Dodd; 
Sir, 


I must seriously enjoin you not to let it be at all known 
that I have written this Letter, and to return the Copy to 
Mr’ Allen in a Cover to me. I hope, I need not tell you 
that I wish it Succefs.—But do not indulge Hope. 


Note. Not in Kearsly or Hawkins. Boswell (111, 145) prints both 
documents. 


(Zorn) 


In the first paragraph of the first document your Majesty is no 
doubt Allen’s mistake ; Boswell has your mercy. In the last paragraph 
Boswell has shat tribunal for the Tribunal. 

In the second document, most seriously is perhaps a misprint for 
must seriously, the reading of Allen’s copy. The concluding words, 
Tell nobody, are added to Allen’s copy by another hand, in pencil. 
They are in Boswell. 


19 
Dodd to Allen. Autograph, two leaves 4°. The date June 24 —77 


is added in another hand (Allen’s?). Addressed M” Allen | Bolt- 
Court | Fleet-street. Marked for deletion. 


Dear Sir 

May I request of you, out of ye abundance of that good 
Will which I have experienc’d to fhew ye inclosed to D' 
Johnson? I propose to deliver it on ye Day of my Death to 
ye ordinary, or if D™ J. whose Judgement I sii infallible, 
judges it improper, or will weld it into another form, I submit 
entirely to his Determination. A thousand thanks to Him 
& to you, Sir; & may God grant us a happy Meeting in 
his Eternal Kingdom.— 


Tuesday Night.—— 
(June 24, ——77) 


Note. It was no doubt the enclosure (not preserved) that prompted 
Johnson to compose D” Doda’s Last Solemn Declaration, See No. 2 cc 
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Dodd to Allen, 25 June 1777. Autograph, two leaves 4°. Ad- 
dressed M” Allen | Bolt-Court. Allen has added the date Wednesday 
Night June 25 —77. 

Good M’ Allen, 

I enclose you ye Declaration, as I have written it out— 
with fome {mall very {mall, alterations, which yet I entirely 
fubmit to ye Judgement of my great Friend. If He thinks 
them wrong, let Him or you Strike them out, or amend 
them, as He fhall judge best. I fhall hope to receive it 
back from you, when it fuits. You may have accefs at any 
Hour by M' Valette. God for ever blefs you—my worthy 
& sympathetic Friend ! pray tell D" ‘fohnson, I have yet one 
petition more, that ‘He will not quite forget my truly 
amiable & excellent partner in affliction !’ 


W. D. 
120. Clock Wednesday Night June 25 —77. 


Note. For the alterations see No. 23. 


pre | 


Dodd to Johnson, with a covering note to Allen (25 June 1777). 
Copies by Allen (?), one leaf 4°. Marked for deletion, but the de/e 
erased. 

June 25, Midnight. 

Accept, thou great and good Heart, my earnest and fer- 
vent Thanks and Prayers for all thy benevolent and kind 


( 22 ) 


Efforts on my Behalf.—Oh ! D? Johnson, as I sought your 
Knowledge at an early Hour in Life, would to Heaven 
I had cultivated the Love and Acquaintance of so excellent 
a Man !—I pray God most sincerely to blefs You with the 
highest Transports,—the infelt Satisfaction of humane and 
benevolent Exertions !—and admitted, as I trust I shall be, 
to the Realms of Blifs before You, I shall hail your Arrival 
there with Transport, and rejoyce to acknowledge that You 
was my Comforter, my Advocate, and my Friend. 
God be ever with You ! 


For D* Johnson. 


To M* Allen 
Add, Dear Sir, to the many other Favours conferred on 
Your unfortunate Friend, that of delivering my dying Thanks 
to the worthiest of Men. 
W. D; 
12 0’ Clock. Wednesday Night. 


Note. Not in Kearsly. Boswell iii. 147. Boswell’s print differs 
from Allen’s copy only in minutiae: B. has in my behalf, A. on my be- 
half ; both have transport not transports, in the second occurrence of the 
word ; transports isa misprint of Boswell’s second edition, B. is rich 
in italics—much in Dodd’s manner—which are absent from A. ; A, 
on the other hand, no doubt rightly, underlines Comforter and Adve- 
cate as well as Friend. 
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Dodd to Allen (25 June 1777). Autograph, one leaf 4°. Ad- 
dressed M” Allen | Bolt-Court | Fleet-street. 


Add, D* Sir, to the many other Favours conferr’d on your 
unfortunate Friend, that of delivering my Dying Thanks to 
ye worthiest of Men. 

W. OD. 
12 0’Clock. Wednesday. 


a, 


Dodd’s Last Solemn Declaration, written by Johnson. Autograph, 
two leaves 4°. The date June 25 —77 1s added in another hand 
(Allen’s ?). 


To the words of dying Men regard has always been paid. 
I am brought hither to fuffer death for an act of Fraud of 
which I confefs myfelf guilty with fhame fuch as my former 
{tate of life naturally produces ; and I hope with fuch forrow 
as He [he] to whom the heart is known, will not difregard. 
I repent that I have violated the laws by which peace and 
confidence are eftablifhed among Men ; I repent that I have 
attempted to injure my fellow creature; and I repent that 
I have brought difgrace upon my order, and difcredit upon 
Religion. But my offences againft God are without name 
or number, and can admit only of general confefsion and 
general repentance. Grant, Almighty God, for the fake of 


(eeanee 


Jefus Chrift, that my repentance however late, however 
imperfect, may not be vain. 

The little good that now remains in my power, is to 
warn others againft thofe temptations by which I have been 
feduced. I have always finned againft conviction ; my prin- 
ciples have never been fhaken ; I have always confidered the 
Chriftian religion, as a revelation from God, and its Divine 
Authour as the Saviour of the world; but the Law of God 
though never difowned by me has often been forgotten. . 
I was led aftray from religious ftrictnefs by the Vanity of 
show, and the delights of voluptuoufnefs. Vanity and [and] 
pleafure required expence difproportionate to my income. 
Expence brought diftrefs upon me, and diftrefs impelled me 
to fraud. 

For this fraud I am to die; and I die declaring that 
however I have deviated from my own precepts, I have 
taught others to the beft of my knowledge the true way to 
eternal happinefs. My life has been hypocritical, but my 
miniftry has been fincere. I always believed and I now 
leave the world declaring my conviction that there is no 
other name under heaven by which we can be faved, but 
only the name of the Lord Jefus, and I entreat all that are 
here, to join with me, in my laft petition that for the fake 
of Jefus Chrift my fins may be forgiven. 


Note. See No. 19. This piece is not in Kearsly ; but it may 
have formed part of the Occasional Papers; for (1) it is not here 
marked for deletion ; (2) there seems no reason why Johnson should 
leave it out ; (3) Johnson’s conclusion, called by Boswell (iii. 148) 
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the reflections at the end of the Occasional Papers—No. 29 in this collec- 
tion—begins thus: Such were the last thoughts of a Man, etc. But 
there is nothing in Kearsly that can be so described. (The arrange- 
ment in Kearsly is manifestly wrong ; for the pieces are so placed 
that Such were the last thoughts of a Man follows immediately upon 
the signature of Mary Dodd. This is proof of carelessness.) 

The traditional text of the Last Solemn Declaration differs from the 
manuscript in a number of places, some of which Johnson marked 
in Boswell’s copy (4 copy of that piece now in my possession, iii. 143). See 
No. 20. I give the variations from a copy of 4 Genuine Account 
of the Behaviour and Dying Words of William Dodd, LL.D. By the 
Reverend John Villette, Ordinary of Newgate ... Fourth Edition, 1777, 
pp. 22-24. 

In the first paragraph : fe/low-creatures for fellow creature ; in vain 
for vain. 

In the second paragraph: Jaws... have for Law... has; delu- 
sion of shew for Vanity of Show ; I never knew or attended to the calls 
of frugality, or the needful minuteness of painful economy added after vol- 
uptuousness (Boswell states on Johnson’s authority that Dodd inserted 
this ; it is a good imitation of Johnson’s manner) ; into which I plunged 
added after Vanity and Pleasure ; distress, importunate distress, urged me 
to temporary fraud for distress impelled me to fraud. 

In the last paragraph : in the most solemn manner added after I die 
declaring ; and with all sincerity added after knowledge; My life, for 
some few unhappy years past, has been dreadfully erroneous, but my ministry 
has been always sincere for My life has been hypocritical, but my ministry 
has been sincere (Johnson’s marginal comment was ‘ with this [1. e. 
hypocrisy] he said he could not charge himself.’ If Boswell’s note is 
accurate, the words ‘for some years past’ were Johnson’s) ; J have 
constantly believed for I always believed ; solemnly avowing for declaring ; 
all who are here for all that are here ; that Lord Jesus Christ for Jesus 
Christ ; and my soul received into his everlasting kingdom added at 
the end. 
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Observations inserted in the newspapers, written by Johnson. 
Autograph, two leaves 4°. The pencilled date has no authority. 


This day will be conveyed to the Secretary of State a peti- 
tion in favour of Dr Dod figned by twenty three thoufand 
hands. On this occafion it is natural to confider. 

That in all communities penal laws have been relaxed as 
particular reafons have emerged. 

That a life eminently ufeful, or fingle action eminently 
good, or even the power of being ufeful to the publick, have 
been fufficient to protect the life of a delinquent. 

That no Arbiter of life and death has ever been cenfured 
for granting the life of a criminal to honeff and powerful 
Solicitation. 

That the man for whom a Nation petitions muft be pre- 
fumed to have merit uncommon in kind or in degree, for 
however the mode of collecting fubfcriptions, or the right 
judgement exercifed by the fubfcribers may be open to dif- 
pute, it is at /a/ plain that fomething is done for this man, 
that was never done for any other, and Government which 
muft proceed upon general views, may rationally conclude, 
that this man is fomething better than other offenders have 
been, or has done fomething more than others have done. 

That though the people cannot judge of the adminiftration 
of juftice fo well as their governours, yet their voice has 
always been regarded. 

That this is a cafe in which the petitioners determine 
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againft their own intereft, and thofe for whofe protection 
the law was made entreat its relaxation, and our Governours 
cannot be charged with the confequences which the people 
bring upon themfelves. 

That as this is a cafe without example, it will probably be 
without confequences, and many ages will elapfe, before fuch 
a crime is again committed by fuch a man. 

That though life be {pared, Juftice may be fatiffied with 
ruin, imprifonment, exile, infamy and penury. 

That if the people now commit an errour, their errour is 
on the part of mercy, and that perhaps hiftory cannot {how 
a time in which the life of a Criminal guilty of nothing aéove 
fraud, was refufed to the cry of nations, to the joint fupplica- 
tion of three and twenty thoufands. 


Note. ‘Kearsly 139. Kearsly gives this heading: 4 few Days 
before Dr. Dovp suffered Death, the following Observations on the propriety 
of Pardoning him, were written and sent to the public Papers, by Dr. Johnson, 
Boswell describes the Observations as on occasion of Earl Percy's having 
presenied to his Majesty a petition for mercy to Dodd, signed by twenty thou- 
sand people. 

The position of this piece, following Johnson’s Conclusion, is no 
doubt designed. For it differs from the rest of the Occasional Papers 
by the late William Dodd in that it does not purport to be written by 
him ; it could not even be said that he must be considered as confirming 
it by his name (see No. 29). 

The text in Kearsly does not differ materially from the manu- 
script ; but the variations may be recorded : 

First paragraph : Yesterday was presented to the Secretary of State by 
Earl Percy, a petition, etc. 

Second paragraph : countries for communities. 
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Third paragraph : eminently beneficent for eminently useful (to avoid 
repetition). 

Fourth paragraph : honest roman not italic. 

Fifth paragraph : right of judgment for right judgement; at least for 
at last (last italic ; at last, i.e. in the last resort, 1s a favourite phrase 
with Johnson). 

Seventh paragraph: and omitted (rightly) before those. 

Last paragraph : above and nations roman not italic ; thousand peti- 
toners for thousands. 


On f. 2% Johnson has written the words: Our (gracious erased) 
Sovereign has been 


8 
Johnson to Lady Harrington, 25 June 1777. Copy by Allen (?), 
two leaves 4°. Marked for deletion. 


Madam—— 

That Humanity which disposed Your Ladyship to engage 
me in Favour of D Dodd, will incline You to forgive me 
when I take the Liberty of soliciting Your Influence in 
Support of my Endeavours, which, I am afraid, will other- 
wise be ineffectual. What could be done by the Powers 
which fall to my Share, has been warmly and carefully per- 
formed. ‘The Time is now come when high Rank and high 
Spirit must begin their Operations. Dodd must die at last 
unlefs Your Ladyship shall be pleased to represent to his 
Majesty how properly the Life of a Delinquent may be 
granted to the Petition of that Society for the Sake of which 
he is to be punished ; that the greatest Princes have thought 
it the highest Part of their Praise, to be easily flexible to the 
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Side of Mercy ; and that whether the Case be consider’d as 
political or moral, the joint Petition of Three and Twenty 
Thousand Supplicants, ought not to be rejected, when even 
after all that they desire is granted, the Offender is still 
to suffer perpetual Exile, perpetual Infamy, and perpetual 
Poverty. 
I am, 
Madam, 
Your Ladyship’s 
Most obedient and most humble Serv' 
Sam: Johnson 
To the Right Hon. Lady H. June 25505 777 


Note. Unpublished. Boswell (iii. 141) knew of Lady Harring- 


ton’s intervention from Allen. 
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Dodd to Allen, 26 June 1777. Autograph, two leaves 4°. 
Addressed M” Allen | Bolt-Court. The date as written by Dodd is 
June 27—the day of his execution. Allen has corrected 27 to 26 
and added Rec? at 9 0’ Clock at Night. 


June. 20,3777: 
Rec® at g o’Clock at Night. 


I am afraid, my D* Sir, you will think I fhall never have 
done teazing you. The advertisement in ye paper respecting 
ye addrefs, appears rather delusive—It speaks of additions, & 
there is only ye fpeech. I think that ought to have been 


(fo 300) 


given to ye purchasers of ye 1% Edition. I have always 
been an Enemy to ye mode of publishing 2° Editions with 
additions, without making amends to ye purchasers of ye 
first. Excuse this trifling observation.— What I more especi- 
ally wish’d to fay was, that as I have my ftrong opinion, that 
after my wretched End, fome of ye more enthusiastic will 
attack me, as fimishing in a lefs triumphant way than they 
wou’d wish ; as indeed they have already begun to do so— 
I do earnestly request, that D* ‘fohnson inform’d by you of ye 
ftate of my Mind, wou’d be so good, as to crush these 
Moths with a ftroke of his gigantic pen ! 


Note. The reference is to the second edition of The Convict’s 
Address. The title-page of the second edition differs from that of 
the first, (1) in giving Dodd’s name as the author (the wording is 
however ambiguous: Delivered in the Chapel of Newcarz, on 
Fripay, June 6, 1777, By Witt1am Dopp, LL.D.) and (2) in the 
addition of To which is added, Hrs Genurne Spreecn to the Court 
previous to his receiving Sentence of Death. 

Advertisements in Morning Post and Morning Chronicle show that the 
first edition was published 19 June, the second 26 June. 

In what follows Dodd is probably thinking of enthusiasts like the 
writer of No. 16, who had criticized the doctrine of p. 13 of The 
Convict’s Address, that ‘intimations of acceptance and forgiveness . . . 
are not always felt by the sincerest penitents, To the greater part of 
those whom angels stand ready to receive, nothing is granted in this 
world beyond rational hope.’ Mr. Maxfield believed, on the con- 
trary, that ‘Every Christion [sic] Believer not “possibly” may ; but 
positively has, the Witness in himself ; that he is passed from Death 
unto Life’. 
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27 
Mrs. Dodd’s petition to the Queen, written by Johnson. Auto- 
graph, two leaves 4°. The word Madam is in another hand. 


To the Queen¢’s) moft excellent Majefty 


Madam—-— 

it is moft humbly re(pr)efented by 
— Dod, the Wife of Dr William Dod, now lying in prifon 
under Sentence of death. 

That fhe has been the Wife of this unhappy Man more | 
than years, and has lived with him in the greateft 
happinefs of conjugal union, and the higheft ftate of conjugal 
confidence. 

That fhe has therefore been for... . years a conftant 
Witnefs of his unwearied endeavours for publick good, and 
his laborious attendance on charitable inftitutions. Many 
are the Families whom his care has relieved from want ; 
Many are the hearts which he has freed from pain, and the 
Faces which he has cl(ea)red from Sorrow. 

That therefore she (mo){t humbly throws herfelf at the 
feet of the Queen, (ea)rneftly entreating that the petition 
of a diftrefsed Wife afk(ing m)ercy for a hufband may be 
confidered as naturally (soli)citing the compafsion of her 
Majefty, and that when her W(is)dom has compared the 
Offender’s good actions with his crime, fhe will be pleafed 
to reprefent his cafe to our moft gracious Sovereign, in fuch 
terms as may difpofe him to mitigate the rigour of the law. 


("932e0) 


Note. Kearsly 199, Hawkins 526. The copy made by Allen, 
No. 28, is not a copy of No. 27 ; but it cannot bea copy from print, 
for it leaves Mrs. Dodd’s name blank ; probably No. 27 is a draft, 
and 28 a copy from a second autograph. Kearsly and Allen agree 
in adding the title, Mrs. Dodd’s Petition etc., and the formal conclu- 
sion ; in filling the blank with twenty-seven ; in omitting, in the next 
paragraph, the otiose for... years (but A. retains the word therefore 
omitted by K.); and in the variant (perhaps a misreading) delivered 
from want for relieved from want. 

The original is damaged by fire ; but the only word in any doubt 
is in the last paragraph, where (ex)citing the compassion might be thought 
more likely than (sof)citing the compassion; but traces of the initial / 
are clear in the original. 


28 


Mrs. Dodd’s petition. Copy by Allen (?), one leaf 4°. 
Note. =See No, 27: 
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Johnson’s Conclusion. Autograph, two leaves 4°. 


Such were the laft thoughts of a Man whom we have 
{een exulting in popularity and funk in fhame. For his 
reputation, which no man can give to himfelf, thofe who 
confered it are to anfwer. Of his publick miniftry, the 
means of judging were fufficiently attainable. He muft be 
allowed to preach well whofe fermons ftrike his audience 
with forcible conviction. Of his life, thofe who thought [who 
thought] it confiftent with his doctrine, did not originally 
form falfe notions. He was at firft what he endeavoured to 
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make others, but the world broke down his refolution, 
and he in time ceafed to exemplify his own inftructions. 

Let thofe who are tempted to his faults tremble at his 
punifhment ; and thofe whom he impressed from the pulpit 
with religious fentiments, endeavour to confirm them by 
confidering the regret and felfabhorrence with which he 
reviewed in prifon his deviations from rectitude. 

Whatever afsiftance his anxiety might prompt him to 
folicite in forming the petitions, which however he mutt be 
confidered as confirming by his name, the accounts of his 
paft life, and of his ‘dying fentiments are the effufions of 
his own mind, configned to paper without a prompter and 
copied from his manufcript. Thofe who read with the 
proper difpofition will not read them in vain. 


Should not Mrs Dod have been afked about the petitions, 
at leaft about her petition? 


Note. Kearsly 138 (misplaced, see note to No. 23). 

Kearsly gives no heading to this piece, which Boswell (iil. 148) 
calls ‘the reflections of Johnson at the end of the Occasional Papers’. 

Kearsly (1) omits the words consigned to paper without a prompter 
and copied from his manuscript; (2) in the last sentence, misplaces the 
word them (Those who read them... will not read in vain) ; (3) omits 
the question about Mrs. Dodd, which of course was not intended for 
publication. 

It is quite clear to which pieces Johnson here refers as ‘the 
effusions of his own mind’. The first is ‘Dr. Dodd’s Account of 
Himself’, which in Kearsly is pages 130-133. Kearsly in a foot- 
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note states that ‘of this account Dr. Dodd may be said to have 
only drawn the outlines ; the picture, as it appears, was finished by 
Dr. Johnson’. 

Boswell, who knew better, does not mention the Account; and we 
may suspect that Kearsly had an interested motive in suppressing the 
words consigned to paper without a prompter, etc.—if indeed it was he 
who suppressed them. 

The second piece is not, of course, Dodd’s ‘last thoughts’, 1.e. 
his Last Solemn Declaration, the authorship of which Johnson could 
not have disclaimed ; it is a different piece, printed by Kearsly 
(p. 133) with this preface: The following DECLARATION, Dr. 
DODD inclosed in a Letter to a Friend some time before he suffered. 

Neither of these pieces is mentioned by Boswell, and neither is 
represented in Allen’s collection. 


30 
A. Winterbottom to Allen, 13 July 1777. Autograph, two leaves 
4°. Addressed Mr Allen | Bolt Court | Fleet street, 


Sir 

I am extreamly obliged to you for stopping the publica- 
tion at my request, and beg you will be afsured that I had 
not the most distant thought of your having any interested 
motive. I am fully sensible my very unfortunate friend, 
had many obligations to you of the highest nature, and all 
those who were his friends will ever entertain the most 
gratefull sence of them. 

I wrote to the Rev* M. Butler on friday desiring his 
Opinion concerning the publication and desiring he would 
write it to you. I saw M*™ Dodd yesterday who desired I 


(35, ) 


would convey her most respectfull acknowledgements to You 
for your many kind services I am 
Sir 
Your most Obedient Serv! 
A Winterbottom 
Threadneedle Street 


PA ay 77 


Note. This unpublished letter confirms the account given by 
Kearsly and Sir John Hawkins of the reason for the suppression of 
the Occasional Papers. Mr. Winterbottom’s ‘request ’ was no doubt 
made at the instance of Dodd’s widow. 
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Johnson’s Introduction. Copy by Allen, one leaf 4°. 


What is to be expected in the following Papers their 
Titles sufficiently indicate. The Interest taken by the 
Public in the Sentence of the unfortunate Man to whom 
they relate, naturally produced this Publication. 

He that commits these Papers to the Prefs, desires not to 
be considered as approving or condemning. He means to 
gratify the honest Curiosity of the Reader, and hopes that 
his Curiosity may end in useful Meditation. 

The Papers are printed without any Alteration except the 
Omifsion of a few Words in one of the Letters, which had 
a Personal Reference, and which therefore it was proper to 


supprefs. 


(Ge 3 Ome 


The most important of these Pieces is the Criminal’s 
Account of himself, which one of his Friends advised him 
to have dilated more; but the Day of Execution was 
approaching, and he may be easily forgiven if he left his 
story imperfect.—He had, we ought to hope, other Employ- 


ment. 


Note. Kearsly 130, headed INTRODUCTION. The text is 
identical with Allen’s MS. The omission referred to by Johnson 
was perhaps in No. 8, the letter to Lord Bathurst. In the third 
paragraph, after my heart betrayed me, Johnson has put dashes, which 
suggest that in copying his original he made an omission at that 
point. There is, however, no trace of the missing passage in the 
version printed in the Bathurst papers. See note to No. 8. 


32 
Johnson to Allen, 19 June 1775. Autograph, two leaves 4°. 
Addressed Zo Mr Allen Printer | in Bolt court, Fleet street | London. 
Lichfield postmark. ‘This letter has no reference to Dodd’s case. 
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